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and, with a quiet gesture of command, stopped him.
He seemed so great and so full of divine authority
that no one questioned his right to give commands,
and when all looked at him in amazement and
reverence he spoke to them of life which all can
take so readily but which none have the power to
bestow as a gift. Every creature, he said, loved
its life and strove to keep it, even the meanest and
poorest of the earth, and it was a foolish idea to
think that any man could set right the wrong which
his sins had worked by spilling the blood of innocent
trustful animals such as the lamb which he had
carried on his shoulders from the mountains. He
spoke so gently and in such pleading tones that
the priests found themselves unconsciously drawing
their robes over their blood-stained hands, and the
king came forward to the Master with a look of
reverence to hear more clearly, and without missing
a word, the wonderful discourse in which he pleaded
for peace and goodwill henceforward between men
and the living creatures which they could make
to bow to their will. At last the priests in a frenzy
of sorrow and repentance scattered the flaming
embers from the altars and flung away the sacrificial
knives ; and next day the king made a decree that
the sacrifice should be no longer known among
them, and that men should dwell in peace and
amity with all the rest of living creatures.

The king now took pains to make the further
acquaintance of the Master, and was astonished to
learn that a man of royal birth should become a